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ABSTRACT 
 
The minimum municipal wastewater treatment requirements are defined to a large 
extent by the EU directive 91/271 as a function of the population and the nature of the 
liquid receiver, as well as by the 1989 WHO guidelines for irrigation. The above are 
used in conjunction with urban population distribution data for assessing the required 
number of municipal wastewater treatment installations by the year 2005. The 
conclusion is that to existing number of 270 installations an almost equal number of 
new, small ones, needs be added. For the latter, the use of natural systems presents 
clear environmental, economic and operational reliability advantages. 
 


