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ABSTRACT

This paper examines the tensions between science and its practical implimentation
through two case-studies of environmental policy making concerning ozone depletion,
skin cancer and sun safety policy and tritium drinking water and cancer. It begins by
outlining differences between the ideal, rational model of decision-making and that
which operates in civil society. It turns to elucidate the nature of claims-making in
environmental policy before briefly describing the two cases. It concludes by pointing
to those elements of decision-making (context, contingency, public attention, interests
and value) that the claims-making approach helps to clarify.
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