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ABSTRACT 
 

The present study was carried out on two creeks of a mining area of Chalkidiki, 
during summer 1998. It revealed that heavy metal load in the sediment may affect 
living organisms. Gammarus spp. was used as a bioindicator of the degree of 
metal pollution. Metal levels in its tissues exhibited no correlation with ambient 
ones, but they were higher at more heavily loaded sites. The lack of correlation 
between tissue and ambient levels may indicate the function of a regulating 
mechanism, for both essential (Fe, Mn, Cu, Zn) and non-essential metals (Cd, Pb). 
 

 


