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ABSTRACT 
 
Polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs) were determined in the ambient air of six 
towns in N. Greece. In the warm months PAHs were significantly correlated with 
vehicular pollutants thus suggesting traffic as the major PAH emmitting source. The 
same was also deduced from the comparison of the ambient PAH profiles to the 
profiles of particular sources. The contribution of residential heating was significant 
in most towns during winter. The risk associated with the inhalation of carcinogenic 
PAHs in each town was estimated and compared to the risk from more 
urbanized/industrialized sites in N. Greece. 
 


