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ABSTRACT 
 

In the context of sludge management, effective dewatering dewatering appears to be 
very important in order to minimize the volume of sludge that is to be further treated (e.g. 
thermal drying or incineration) and/or disposed of (e.g. transportation, landfilling). 
Sludges arising from water and wastewater treatment works are ‘difficult’ to dewater and 
require separate treatment termed conditioning, which normally involves the addition of 
organic polymers. The process of conditioning can represent up to 40-50% of capital 
and running costs of most sludge management schemes, thus it is important to monitor 
the use of conditioning reagents carefully and efficiently in order to exploit their potential 
in water release and sludge volume reduction during mechanical dewatering.    
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