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ABSTRACT

Pollution prevention provides multiple benefits to industry and society. In order to realize these benefits, however, innovative approaches are often required that can overcome economic, environmental, and institutional hurdles. In this paper, two innovations that advance pollution prevention are discussed and compared in terms of how they overcame various impediments to their development. The first case considers the development of a corn pesticide by DuPont that necessitaded the development of low- risk application system that affords superior protection to the farmer applicator while providing environmental benefits to non-target species. The second case considers the design and deployment of fly ash from coal combustion to foster the reclamation of improverished soils that are the result of abandoned oil fields and acidic mine discharge. To be successful, both innovations had to overcame a variety of economic and environmental hurdles that would have otherwise arrested their development. This paper describes these innovations and the strategies that were used to demonstrate their overall feasibility for wider applications.    

